HCS HB 447 -- EM NENT DOVAI N
SPONSOR: Townl ey

COW TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on
Conservation and Natural Resources by a vote of 10 to 6.

This substitute prohibits political subdivisions and ot her
entities wwth the power of em nent domain from condemi ng

farm and wi thout holding a public hearing at | east 60 days before
initiating proceedings. Entities nust declare a specific

i ntended use for the |and, consider reasonable alternatives, and
notify | andowners of their legal rights. Farnl and cannot be
condemmed if reasonable alternatives are available. If land is
taken, | andowners have five years to negotiate clains for damges
fromconstruction not confirned at the tine of the original

t aki ng.

Farm and previously acquired by em nent donmain but no | onger
needed cannot be resold or transferred to any private entity.
Acquired land wll be returned to the original |andowners or
their successors or assignees upon repaynent of the original
purchase price adjusted for inflation. |If the original purchase
pri ce cannot be docunented, the original |andowners or their
successors or assignees wll have the first option to purchase
the property at fair nmarket value. Easenents will be renoved by
quitclaimdeed. The entity that originally acquired the |and or
easenment by em nent domain will remain financially liable for 10
years for environnental danage caused by the entity's use of the

property.

FI SCAL NOTE: Estimated Net Cost to Road Fund of Unknown in FY
2004, FY 2005, and FY 2006. Expected to exceed $100, 000.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that current |aw on em nent domain
does not include sufficient protection for | andowners with regard
to project justification, reasonable alternatives, |and val ue,
novi ng expenses, and social inpacts. The bill provides

| andowners with reasonable private property rights.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Townl ey; Concer ned
Citizens for Famly Farnms and Heritage; M ssouri Farm Bureau;

M ssouri First; Mssouri Famly Network; M ssouri Eagle Forum
Sierra Club; R ley Godfrey; Robert Wods; C audia Baker; Dennis
Bax; Carolyn Koenigsfeld; Al vin Drennen; Jill Drennen; Rick
LePage; Claire Kraner; Mary Lois Arbes; Lydia Sanson; Bernard
Sanson; Patricia Redel; Edward Redel; Ellen Ellis; Herbert
Kramer; Jeanette Kraner; Francis Platt; Donna Hackman; Raynond
Hackman; and Larry May.



OPPONENTS: Those who oppose the bill say that current em nent
dormai n procedures are bal anced and include | andowner rights. The
bill will make the siting of power lines, roads, and other public
facilities nmore difficult and expensive.

Testifying against the bill were Burlington Northern Sante Fe
Rai | road; Show Me Power El ectric Cooperative; Association of

M ssouri El ectric Cooperatives; M ssouri Minicipal League;

M ssouri Public Utility Alliance; M ssouri Association of
Municipal Uilities; Anmeren UE, Enpire District Electric Conpany;
and Kansas City Power and Light.
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